THE LIBRARY CHRONICLE. 


Xtbrars "Rotes ant> Hews. 

The Editor earnestly begs that librarians and others mill send to 
him early and accurate information as to all local Library doings. The 
briefest record of facts and dates is all that is required. 

In course of time “Library Notes and News ” will become of the 
utmost value to the historian of the Public Library movement, and it is 
therefore of the highest importance that every paragraph should be 
vouched for by local knowledge. The Editor reminds contributors that 
Me^writtenpara^rabhsmebetUrforJUs^ur^osethannews^af>ercuttin^s, 

•which art often inaccurate or too local. 


ABERDEEN. —The Oldmachar School Board has resolved to pro¬ 
vide libraries in each of the schools under its charge. 

At a meeting of the Aberdeen Public Library Committee on January 
15th it was stated that the committee had been offered £1,000 from Mr 
Andrew Carnegie, and £ 2 00 from another donor, providing that the re¬ 
maining £750 necessary to clear off the debt on the library was raised. 
It was moved that the matter be remitted to the Finance Committee, 
that the offer might be brought under the notice of the Town Council. 
Councillor William Cooper, a prominent Socialist, moved the previous 
question, his reason for domg so being that the offer of .£1,000 came 
from Mr. Carnegie. The amendment failed to find a seconder, however, 
and the motion was agreed to. 

BELFAST. —On January 27th a portrait of the first Lord Deramore 
was unveiled by Lady Arthur Hill, in the Art Gallery of the Public 
Library. Lord Londonderry and a distinguished company attended at 
the ceremony. 

BIRKENHEAD. —The Committee have combined their thirty-eighth 
and thirty-ninth reports in order to give a complete account of the for¬ 
mation and opening of two branches. The branches were opened in 
August, 1894, and during the first twelve months fully a hundred thousand 
volumes were issued from them. 

BLACKPOOL —The fifteenth annual report contains, besides the 
usual statistics, a full account of the proceedings on the occasion of the 
opening of the new library premises on March, 25th, 1895. The rate 
brings in £100. 

BOLTON. —From the forty-second report of the Public Library Com¬ 
mittee we learn that 443,919 volumes were issued during the year, and that 
the news-rooms were well attended. The rate produces eighteen hundred 
pounds. 
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BRISTOL. —At the annual meeting of the supporters of the Museum 
Subscription Library it was stated that the number of subscribers had in¬ 
creased from 288 in 1894 to 374 on December 31st last The total 
number of books purchased during the year was 1,106. The income for 
the year was £366 16s. 5<i, and a deficit of £10 from 1894 had been con¬ 
verted into a balance on the right side of .£13. 

CAMPBELTOWN. —The Town Council of Campbeltown, at their 
last monthly meeting, had before them a letter from Mr. J. M. Hall, of 
Tangy, intimating a gift to the town of a building for a public library and 
museum which he proposes to build and equip on condition that the 
Council adopt the Public Libraries Act The Council accepted the gift, and 
the Provost gave notice that at next meeting he would move that the 
Public Libraries Act be adopted. 

OARLISLE.— The last of the “ Carlisle Library .”—This institution, 
established during the last half of the eighteenth century, has come to 
an end. The library consisted of over 11,000 volumes, and at a meeting 
of the Town Council it was agreed that the books be transferred to the 
public library upon certain conditions, one of which is that a book club be 
formed, with a subscription of one guinea a year each from the members, 
who will be supplied with new books, which at the end of each year will 
pass to the public library. 

CHELTENHAM.—The annual returns show a decrease in the issues 
of 10,195 volumes. This the committee ascribe to their inability to "keep 
up the supply of new books. 

DARLA 8 T 0 N.—The third annual report shows that the library now 
contains 4,353 volumes, and that the issue during 1895 was 10,772 
volumes. 

DARWEN,—Following the excellent example set by some larger 
libraries, the committee of the Darwen Public Library have issued a neat 
handbook giving information regarding the history and contents of the 
library. That of Darwen was the first Local Boand to adopt the Public 
Libraries Acts. 

EASTBOURNE.—The Town Council on Feb. 4th adopted the Public 
Libraries Acts by 19 votes to 8. 

FALKIRK. —The Town Council of Falkirk have adopted the Public 
Libraries Acts for the burgh. 

GLASGOW.— The Mitchell Library. —In moving the adoption by 
the Town Council of the minutes of the Libraries Committeej Councillor 
Graham, the convener, drew attention to the financial position of the 
library as shown by the half-yearly statement of the City Chamber- 
lain ; and remarked that notwithstanding the grant of .£2,000 made by 
the Town Council in aid of the library’s revenue from the trust fund, 
there was a slight deficiency on the year’s transactions. The effect of 
this would be to suggest the necessity of considering the question 
of adopting the Public Libraries Acts. Although the matter would 
probably not be dealt with this year t he suggested that when the 
municipal elections came round again in November candidates should 
ascertain public opinion as relating to this subject, and if there 
appeared to be a majority in favour of the adoption of the Act, no doubt 
the Corporation would see that public libraries were established. He 
referred to two recent donations of interest Mr. Commissioner Kerr, of 
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London, had presented a fine oil portrait of Charles Knight, with the 
desire that readers in the library should be able to see the features of a 
man to whom the spread of good literature at low prices was to so large 
an extent due. The other donation was a memorial volume relating to 
the late Mr. John Carricfc, city architect, compiled by the late Mr. Thomas 
Gildard, who had embodied in MS. his own recollections of Mr. Carrick, 
and added the various tributes in prose and verse which had appeared in 
local and other newspapers, and in the professional journals. 

GREENOCK. — At the annual meeting of the proprietors of 
Greenock Library it was reported that the total debt was £202, and that 
the visitors to the library for the year were 20,986, against 17,692 in the 
previous year. The volumes issued had been 28,907, against 24807 in the 
previous year. The report was adopted, and office-bearers elected for the 
ensuing year. The chairman stated that during the year, while the 
librarian was turning out an old box with books belonging to the Botanical 
Library, he came upon a deposit book of the Provident Bank, which 
must have lain in the box for about thirty years. The amount deposited 
was only £3 14s. 4d., but so long had the money remained that the interest 
on that sum amounted to j£8 1 is. 5A, making a total of £12 15s. 9d. The 
book had been handed to their treasurer, who had received the money, 
and it would be expended in connection with the Botanical Library. 

HEREFORD. — New Cathedral Library. — The foundations of 
the proposed new library in the Bishop’s Close at Hereford have been 
laid The building is being erected with a legacy of ^4000 left by 
the late Canon Powell. 

HORSHAM.—An enthusiastic meeting in favour of the adoption of 
the Public Libraries Acts was held here on January 28th. 

HULL.—The Hull Public Libraries Committee have resolved not to 
purchase the works of Mr. Alfred Austin, the Poet Laureate 

LIVERPOOL.—At the City Police Court on February 5th, a man 
named G. D. Graham, described as a steward, received the exemplary 
sentence of six months’ imprisonment with hard labour for stealing books 
from the public library. 

LONDON: BATTERSEA-Mr. James L. Dougan, late senior- 

assistant at the Battersea Public Libraries, and now sub-librarian at 
the Oxford Public Library, has received a testimonial from his late chief 
and fellow-assistants. The presentation was made by Mr. E. H. Caddie, 
the sub-librarian. 

LONDON : OAMBERWELL—In addition to his recent promise of 
£3,000 towards the erection of a branch libraty at Dulwich, Mr. Pass- 
more Edwards has just intimated to the librarian (Mr. Foskett) that he 
will also pay the cost of a branch library for Nunhead. As the plans 
for the latter have already been approved the work will shortly be 
commenced. 

LONDON: ORIPPLEG&TE.— Mr. T. A. Ward, of the Shoreditch 
Public Library, and formerly at St Martin’s Library, has been appointed 
sub-librarian at the Cripplegate Institute. 

LONDON: FULHAM.—A new branch library in Wandsworth 
Bridge Road was, on January 20th, opened by Mr. W. Hayes Fisher, M.P. 
Mr. R- E. Cranfield (Chairman of the Commissioners) presided at the 
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ceremony, and there were also present Dr. \V. Garnett, the Rev. - C. 
Muier, and the Rev. J. S. Sinclair.—The Chairman said that as the 
Commissioners only had £2,600 to spend, they had been unable to make 
the establishment as complete as could be desired, but he thought that 
some day the handsome and spacious reading room in which they were 
assembled might be turned into a library, and the basement of the building 
adapted as a reading room. There was a large attendance of London 
librarians at the ceremony. Mr. F. T. Barrett, a son of Mr. Barrett, the 
well-known chief of the Mitchell Library at Glasgow, is the librarian. 

LONDON: GUILDHALL.—An effort is being made to raise a fund 
for the purchase and presentation to the Guildhall Library of the cele¬ 
brated philological library formed by the late Prince Lucien Bonaparte. 

LONDON: HAMPSTEAD. — The library of the late Professor 
Henry Morley is not to be scattered, nor is it even to be removed from 
Hampstead, where its possessor lived and worked for so many years. 
The authorities of the Hampstead Public Libraries have decided upon its 
purchase, and, so far as may be possible, it is to be preserved intact 
under the name of the Morlty Memorial Library. It consists of about 
8,000 volumes. 

LONDON: MILE END.—The ratepayers have adopted the Public 
Libraries Acts. The voting was as follows : For, 2,507 ; against, 2,108 ; 
majority for, 399. In connection with the vote the Right Hon. Joseph 
Chamberlain, M.P., wrote to a local correspondent, that it afforded him 
pleasure to hear that the recent poll had resulted in the adoption of the 
Public Libraries Acts. He was sure that after some experience of its 
benefits the institution would be most popular. 

LONDON : SAVAGE CLUB.—Mr. J. Y. W. MacAlister having 
resigned the honorary librarianship of the famous Bohemian Club in the 
Adelphi Terrace, Mr. Thos. Mason, of St Martin’s Library, has been 
appointed to the vacant office 

LONDON : ST. SAVIOUR’S, SOUTHWARK.— Assault on a 
Librarian. —A public library becomes the resort, or, at any rate, the 
newsroom portion of it does, for all sorts and conditions of men. On 
Friday, February 7th, three men in a state of intoxication found their way 
into the St. Saviour’s Library while the porter was off duty, during the 
afternoon. According to the evidence of Mr. Roberts, the librarian, they 
commenced to create a disturbance by shouting and swearing. They 
were asked to leave, persuasion being tried again and again, without 
effect. The men followed the librarian to the hall, and two of them 
"squared up” to him, at the same time using violent language. This 
proved too much for Mr. Roberts, who put them both out himself. On 
turning round, after ejecting the second man, the third one, without the 
slightest provocation, at the instigation of the others, struck him a violent 
blow in the mouth, severely cutting the lip. and causing it to bleed freely. 
Then he took to his heels followed bv the librarian, who speedily 
caught up to him and detained him until tbe arrival of a policeman, when 
he was cnarged. On Saturday, Mr. Slade, at the Southwark police court, 
remanded the prisoner for a week. On the application of the prosecutor 
one of the other men, who was in court, was detained and his name and 
address taken. When the case was called on Saturday, February 15th, 
the prisoner pleaded guilty. The prosecutor stated that he had made 
enquiries and found that he was a respectable working man, and had 
gone on the drink with some mates because they had been thrown out of 
work by the partial burning of Bell’s asbestos works. He asked the magis¬ 
trate to deal as leniently as possible with the prisoner, who had called at 
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the library and expressed his regret for his conduct. He was bound over 
to keep the peace for six months. 

LONDON: WANDSWORTH. —On January ist, 1896, an evening 
reading room was added to the Delivery Station in the Earlsfield Ward 
of the parish. 

MARGATE. —Mr. J. Passmore Edwards has expressed his willing¬ 
ness to provide a public library for Margate. 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. —The one hundred and third annual 
report of the Newcastle Literary and Philosophical Society has been 
issued. It is a satisfactory and encouraging statement of the position of 
this society, which in the last few yeare, and notably since the disastrous 
fire, has shown vigour and progressiveness that could scarcely be sur¬ 
passed in an organisation of the most modem growth. The report states 
that “the number of members upon the roll on January ist, 1895, was 
1,357, of whom 157 were associates. During the year the society has lost 
by death and resignation 184 members and 43 associates, and has gained 
by additions 390 members and 132 associates. The total membership on 
January ist, 1896, stands at 1,652, of whom 247 are associates, an increase 
of 295 upon the membership on January 1st, 1895. This very large 
increase in numbers is the most important feature of last year, and the 
society is larger now than it has ever been before.” < 

NEWPORT (MON.). —At the close of the twenty-sixth year of the 
existence of the Newport Public Library, Mr. Matthews, the librarian 
announces that the total issue has been 102,132 volumes, a daily averag-- 
issue of 332, and an increase of 703 as compared with the return of the 
previous year. The increase of books from all sources for the year 
amounted to 539 volumes, leaving the net stock of volumes available for 
issue at 21,054. There are 5,524 members at present using the library. 

NEW YORK. —“The announcement that Dr. John Shaw Billings 
has been selected by the trustees of the New York Public Library, which 
is to be formed by the consolidation of the Lenox, Astor, and Tilden 
collections, as superintendent-in-chief, will be received with interest by 
bibliographers. He was born in 1838, and during the War of the Seces¬ 
sion rendered important services to the medical department of the Federal 
army. Since then he has been professor of hygiene in the University of 
Philadelphia, and is also associated with the staff of Johns Hopkins 
University. He is, however, best known as the compiler of the Index 
Catalogue of the library of the Surgeon-General’s Office at Washington, 
a collection of 90,000 volumes dealing with various branches of medical 
science and its allied subjects. It has the»well-deserved reputation of 
being one of the very best bibliographies in existence. Dr. Billings is 
well known on this side of the Atlantic, and in 1S84 had the honorary 
degree of LL. D. from the University of Edinburgh. There will be plenty 
of scope for his energies at New York, for the public library already 
possesses 360,000 volumes, and has an endowment of $3,500,000.”— 
Manchester Guardian. 

NUNEATON. —A George Eliot Memorial Library. —The West¬ 
minster Gasette says :—“ Nuneaton, George Eliot’s native town, and the 
> Milby’ of her early Scenes, has just adopted the Public Libraries Acts. 


Downloaded from http://library.oxfordjournals.org/ at Carlson Library/Serials Dept, on March 15, 2015 



x 3° 


The Library. 


What is wanted now are gifts of books and money for the erection of a 
suitable building. In connection therewith Mr. A. F. Cross, editor of the 
Nuneaton Observer , makes the suggestion that the building should con¬ 
tain, ‘at least one separate room, to be known as the “George Eliot 
Memorial Library,” where students and admirers could inspect such 
manuscripts and relics of the famous writer as may now be scattered 
broadcast and in danger of oblivion.’ The suggestion deserves support, 
and it is to be hoped that it will receive it We have now a Bronte 
museum ; why not a George Eliot memorial?” 

PLYMOUTH.—After undergoing extensive alterations and improve¬ 
ments the public library was re-opened on January 20th. The Mayor 
performed the ceremony, and he was supported by the principal residents 
of the neigbourhood. During the proceedings, which were throughout of 
a very hearty description, Mr. W. H. K. Wright, the librarian, read an 
interesting statement showing the origin and progress of the library. It 
was in October, 1871, that the late Mr. R. C. Serpell, then occupying the 
civic chair, took the initiatory steps which resulted in the establishment 
of the library. After the completion and inauguration of the new Guild¬ 
hall, in 1874, the Council sanctioned the use of a portion of the old build¬ 
ing for the purposes of the library. Early in 1876 a committee was 
appointed by the Council, with powers to act, and they immediately set 
to work to furnish and equip the new institution. He (Mr. Wright) was 
appointed librarian Feb. 17m, 1876, and to him was entrusted the furnish¬ 
ing and stocking of the library in its various departments. The formal 
opening took place on Aug. 30th, 1876, and the first issue of books early in 
September, when 367 volumes were distributed. That was thought a large 
number at the time, but when he told them that they had since frequently 
recorded over 1,500 volumes for one day’s working, they would be able to 
iudge of the rapid progress and increasing popularity of the library. In 
his last report, to the end of March of last year, he showed a total of 
3,394,300 volumes issued in all departments since the opening of the 
library, more than half a million of which were books consulted in the 
reference library. The daily average increased from 347 in 1876-7, to 
1/126 in 1894-5, and the largest yearly total (1893-4) was over 300,000. In 
1888 a scheme, which he had lqng projected, of supplying small circu¬ 
lating libraries to the Board Schools, was approved by the School Board, 
and those libraries had proved an incalculable boon to thousands of the 
younger generation of rlymothians. Some 4,coo volumes were now in 
circulation in about twenty different schools, and the number was increas¬ 
ing every year. Mr. Wright mentioned the establishment of branch 
evening reading-rooms, and said that whilst it was early yet to speak of 
what would be done for greater Plymouth when the question of amalga¬ 
mation was settled, the Corporation would doubtless provide further 
extensions in the news-room system as a part of their scheme. He de¬ 
scribed the improvements made in the building, and thought he might say, 
without egotism, that both the library and its appointments would now 
bear favourable comparison with many newer and more up-to-date institu¬ 
tions of a like character. They had, he said, nearly 45,000 volumes, ex¬ 
clusive of patents, which were arranged in the basement Of that num¬ 
ber about 12,000 were in the reference library, about 8,000 in the Devon 
and Cornwall collection—the finest collection of Devonshire literature 
extant—the remainder being in the lending department, the school 
libraries, and the branches. The double page cartoon in the H estem 
Figaro for January' 24th, represents Mr. Wright looking wistfully at a 
handsome new library, and underneath is, “ He won’t be happy till he 
gets it” 
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SOUTH SHIELDS. —The stock now consists of 22,104 volumes, of 
which 14,353 are in the lending, and 7,751 in the reference department, 
being an increase of 553 volumes over the previous year, 204 of these 
being added to the lending, and 349 to the reference department; the 
total issues for both departments during the year being 115,401 volumes, 
showing an increase over 1894 of 3,578, the daily average issue being 
429 volumes. The rate amounted to XifiS 2 IOS - last year. The library 
building has been very much improved 

STALYBRIDGE. —At the monthly meeting of the Stalybridge 
Town Council on February 4th, the General Purposes Committee re¬ 
ported that Mr. 1 . F. Cheetham had offered to erect and present to the 
borough of Stalybridge a public library, on the condition that the plot 
of land at present occupied by the now disused sawmill and dwelling- 
house, belonging to Mr. Thomas Lockwood, be acquired by the Corpora¬ 
tion for the twofold purposes of such library and the building of a more 
commodious post office. The generous offer was cordially accepted by 
the Council. 

WEST BROMWICH. —The Committee manage to do a great deal 
of work with the ,£810 which is the amount derived from the library rate. 
A central library and three branches are maintained out of it, and the 
latest report, the twenty-first, records much useful work. 

WEST HAM. —An interesting report covering the period between 
November, 1890, and March 25th, 1895, has been issued by Mr. Cot- 
greave. A brief account is given of the library movement in the borough, 
and the opening of the branch at Canning Town, and the progress of the 
libraries since. 

YORKSHIRE. — Yorkshire Village Library. — The report of the 
Yorkshire Village Library for the year 1895 shows that the issues of 
books during the last two years have been:—1894, 34,494 volumes; 1895, 
35/350 volumes ; an increase in the circulation of 556 volumes. The 
number of institutes added during the year has been 32, but nearly as 
many have withdrawn, viz., 28 ; the chief cause being the difficulty of 
the villagers to subscribe the small sum of one guinea for the books. A 
large number of copies of technical books has been presented to the 
Technical Institutes of Yorkshire, and presents have also been made 
of duplicate books to the poorer villages. The difficulty under which the 
library labours is the inadequacy of the funds. In previous years 
many gifts were made of books and money, and the absence of this aid 
for the past year has greatly impeded advance. In order to extend the 
use of the Library, 530 Parish Councils have been separately written to, 
but not one single effort has been made to found a library or obtain 
books, and not a single case has occurred where a library rate, how¬ 
ever slight, has been raised. 
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Special General Meeting. 

A special general meeting of the Library Association of the United 
Kingdom was held at 20, Hanover Square, W., on Thursday, January 
30th, 1896, at 7 p.m., 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Crawford in the chair. 

Present: — 

Members :—Messrs. Basil Anderton, Wm. H. Bagguley, J. B. Bailey, 
George Bell, James R. Boosd, J. Potter Briscoe, Jas. D. Brown, F. j. 
Burgoyne, A. Butcher, Emest H. Caddie, F. B. Campbell, G. L. Campbell, 
Richd. C. Christie, Archibald Clarke, George Clinch, Henry Thos. Cox, 
W. Crowther, Cecil T. Davis, C. Day, E. C. F. Day, Frank Debenham, 
W. R. Douthwaite, William Easy, R. S. Faber, P. W. Farm bo rough, 
H. T. Folkard, W. W. Fortune, Edward Foskett, Joseph Gilburt, Charles 
W. F. Goss, H. Guppy, Geo. R. Humphery, L. Inkster, Thos. Johnston, 
Herbert Jones, Bernard Kettle, J. W. Knapman, A. W. Lambert, Tames 
E. Liddiard, J. Y. W. MacAlister, Hon. Secretary, Charles Madeley, S. 
Martin, Thos. Mason, E. R. Norris Mathews, Theo. Moore, Richard W. 
Mould, Frank Pacy, Geo. Preece, E. Quinn, John T. Radford, Alfred 
B. Robinson, J. A. Seymour, S. Smith, W. Taylor, H. R. Tedder, Hon. 
Treasurer , C. L. Thompson, Fred A. Turner, Thos. Vcrrinder, Wm. 
Wadley, J. Reed Welch, John C. Willmer, T. E. Woodrow, W. H. K. 
Wright, V. Youatt; Miss Agnes Hannam, Miss M. S. R- James, Miss 
M. Petherbridge. 

Delegates :—H. W. Bull ( Christchurch, Southward), Benjamin Carter 
( Kingston-on-Thames ), Thos. Duckworth ( Worcester ), John Frowde 
{Bermondsey), H. Hawkes ( Holborn), C. V. Kirkby (Leicester), Z. 
Moon (Leyton), H. D. Roberts (St. Saviour’s, Southwark), Herbert A. 
Shuttleworth ( Rotherhithe). 

The Chairman called upon the Hon. Secretary to read the notice 
convening the meeting. 

20, Hanover Square, W. 

December 30th, 1895. 

Special General Meeting. 

In accordance with a requisition which I have received, signed by 
fifteen members of the Library Association of the United Kingdom, I 
do hereby summon a Special General Meeiing to be held at 20, 
Hanover Square, London, W., on Thursday, January 30th, 1896, at 
seven in the evening, for the purpose of considering and, if approved, 
adopting the revised Constitution which has been prepared by the 
Council, and is set forth in the sheet sent herewith to each member. 

Windsor, 

President. 
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